Treatment of severe hemolytic anemia caused by Clostridium perfringens sepsis in a liver transplant recipient.
Clostridium perfringens bacteremia accompanied by extensive intravascular hemolysis is an almost inescapably fatal infection. Case report and literature review. A 52-year-old man with a recent history of liver transplantation developed sepsis and severe hemolytic anemia. The patient had multiple organ dysfunction syndrome and required aggressive transfusion, antibiotics, and continuous hemodialysis. Blood cultures grew C. perfringens. With appropriate resuscitation and antibiotic treatment, the patient had a complete, although complicated recovery. This is the first reported case of a liver transplant patient developing fulminant C. perfringens sepsis with hemolysis. This infection usually kills patients within hours of presentation. Early recognition and aggressive treatment is necessary to avoid this outcome.